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TOWN OF NEWFIELDS BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2006 
 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:41pm.  Selectmen present were Janet Smith, Wes 
Moore, and James McIlroy.  Others present were Chief Reed, Lt. Gould, and Larry 
Arend. 
 
Chief Reed asked the Selectmen to sign the Federal Highway Safety Project Grant (which 
was approved by the Selectmen earlier in the month). 
 
They also signed the Federal Management Memo of Understanding between Newmarket 
and Newfields.  This agreement means that the two towns will work together to come up 
with a plan to use in the event of an emergency.  Chief Reed, Christine Wilson, and Tom 
Conner will make sure all parts of the Memo of Understanding agreement are met or 
brought to the attention of the Selectmen as needed.  At some future point a joint meeting 
with residents of both Newfields and Newmarket may be held to discuss the plan. 
 
 Lt. Gould advised that the Venture Group will be advertising sign-ups for the 
 upcoming hike.  The location of the hike has not been finalized at this time. 
 Chief Reed mentioned that Epping has asked to do a joint hike with Newfields. 
 
 The Chief’s last item was a report on the status of FEMA.  The FEMA represent- 
 tative met with Road Agent Brian Knipstein and Chief Reed to inspect areas  
 damaged by the flood.  The Highway Department repairs will come to approxi- 
 mately $15,000.  Part of the repairs will include expanding the culvert on Bald 
 Hill Road.  Chief Reed will get the figures needed from Fire Chief Jeff Buxton 
 in order for the Fire Department expenses to be reimbursed.  Chief Reed will 
 continue to work on the FEMA paperwork. 
 
 The Chief asked if the Selectmen received the Certificate of Insurance from Larry 
 Arend for the road race he is holding June 24th.  At this time the Certificate has  
 not been received – Larry has until 2:30pm on June 22nd to produce it.  The 
 Selectmen agreed that if a Certificate of Insurance has not been received the race  
 cannot be held and the Chief is authorized to stop the race.  A Hawker’s and  
 Peddler’s License is not required for any vendor giving items away.  A license is 
 required for any vendor selling items. 
 
 Lt. Gould volunteered to see if the spotlight on the flag in front of the Town  
 Hall is in the proper position.  Wes and James will make any adjustments to the 
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spotlight if necessary. 
 
 Donald Wilson sent a thank you letter to the Selectmen for the fine job the 
 Police Department did picking up the trash along the roadway in Town.  Police 
 Department members and their families volunteered for the project. 
 
Checks were signed.  The Citizens Bank Contract (for payroll Direct Deposit) was 
signed, and the Direct Deposit Authorization form for the Farmland Grant was signed. 
 
The contract with Alexandra Breed of McLane, Graf, Raulerson & Middleton was 
discussed at great length.  The Selectmen emphasized that Attorney Breed will be 
working for the Town of Newfields – “and the Newfields Conservation  Commission” 
was struck from the contract in three places.  The deletion was agreed upon unanimously 
by the Selectmen.  Attorney Breed will deal directly with the Selectmen and Janet Smith 
will be the contact person for Attorney Breed.  Janet agreed to keep the other Board 
Members informed of any correspondence or phone calls from Attorney Breed.  A vote 
will be taken by the Board of Selectmen before approving any changes to the easement 
agreement. 
 
 It is the Selectmen that sign the easement agreement and this is why the attorney 
 works directly for the Selectmen.  The Conservation Commission is welcome to 
 attend any and all Selectmen meetings and give their input because they are 
 responsible to monitor the easements (and report any infractions to the Select- 
 men). 
 
 It was noted that the Rockingham Land Trust asked for a new attorney along 
 with the Conservation Commission. 
 
 Wes made a motion to authorize Janet Smith, Chairman to sign the contract 
 between the Town of Newfields and McLane, Graf, Raulerson & Middleton 
 for the Ruth B. Cole Trust property easement.  Janet seconded the motion and the 
 motion passed with two in favor and one against. 
 
 The contract was signed by Janet with the changes previously noted.  Nancy 

was directed to fax a copy to the law firm and send the original signed agreement 
via U.S. Mail. 

 
Summer hours for the Selectmen were discussed.  No meeting will be held on July 4th 
because of the holiday.  They will not meet on July 25th or August 22nd. 
 
The correspondence from Fran Lane was reviewed.  The Scholarships letters were read –  
two were awarded to Town Clerk Sue McKinnon so that she may attend the New 
England Municipal Clerks Institute and Academy program.  There will be no cost to the  
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Town as the two scholarships combined pay the total tuition for program.  The letter from 
CDFA was read – this corrected the date of their workshop in June.  The Memo from the 
NH Forest Protection Bureau appointing John Dodge as the Forest Ranger for Newfields 
was read. 
 
Wes asked the Fire Chief and the Fire Training Officer if they would clean the Town Hall 
gutters as part of a training exercise.  Fire Chief Buxton spoke with Wes during tonight’s 
meeting and advised that the job was too dangerous for the Fire Department to do.  
Nancy was asked to see if Brian Knipstein could recommend anyone to do the job. 
 
Nancy was asked to check with Brian on the status of the estimate/recommendations on 
the trees abutting the Town Hall and on the complaint from Christopher Hutchins. 
 
Wes met with Al Dixon last week.  He advised Al that the Transfer Station and 
Ambulance contracts were signed and sent to Newmarket last week.  Al was asked to 
make an appointment with Nancy at the Town Office to meet with the Selectmen and 
review the Dispatch Contract.  Al must explain the large increase in cost for this service 
to the Board of Selectmen.  This needs to be resolved in a timely manner.  The Town 
must allow itself enough time to cancel the contract without penalty if the dispatch 
service will be provided elsewhere. 
 
The Salt Shed Easement Deed was reviewed.  The Road Agent and the Water and Sewer 
Commission Trustees will meet next week along with the Selectmen to sign the 
Easement. 
 
Larry Arend came into the meeting and presented his Certificate of Insurance for the 
Road Race to the Selectmen.  He asked if the vendor giving away Red Bull needed a 
Hawker’s and Peddler’s License and was told it was not needed. 
 
Larry obtained estimates to install an alarm system in the Library to protect the contents 
from theft.  He asked if the Town would be willing to pay the initial installation cost of 
the alarm system and the Library would pay the monthly maintenance fees out of their 
own budget.  The Selectmen tabled the discussion as they want to check into it further.  
James feels the security issue should be put into next year’s budget for the Library.  It 
was also determined that if an alarm should go off at the Library, the Library Trustees 
would be the contact people for the Police Department. 
 
With regard to the potential junkyard, the property owner was asked to attend the 
Selectmen’s meeting.  As the resident did not attend the meeting, Janet will call him 
again and ask for permission for the Selectmen to view the property. 
 
Janet and Karen Gola of the NH DOT keep missing each other on the telephone.  Janet  
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will keep trying to reach Karen to find out when the Town can expect payment from the 
State for the Railroad Avenue repairs to be completed by the Town instead of the State 
completing the work. 
 
Janet made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 13th, 2006 meeting as amended.  
Wes seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor. 
 
The Board went into a non public session per RSA91-A:3II at 9:05pm. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Nancy J. Spencer 
 
 


